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MEMORANDUM FOR THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 





Subj: Resumption ef Photegraphic Reconnaissance Flights (S) 





Ref; (a) CINCPAC mag 2503172 
Encl: (1) Preposed message to CINCPAC 


1, Commander in Chief, Pacific im reference (a) requested authority to 
fly a photographic reconnaissance flight over the China mainland wtiliz- 
ing GRC RBS7D aireeaft. He considers this of vital importance for the 
fellowing reasons: 


a A pressing necessity exists fer confirmation that no CHICOM 
buildup has occurred opposite Taiwan before the further phase down of U. S. 
ferees there is implemented, 


» Confirmation that new high performance aireraft have not entered 
China recently. 


ec, The urgent requirement for photographic reconnaissance of CHI- 
COM installations ia the Kimmen area in order to be prepared for a resaump- 
tion of heavy artillery bombardment, 


2, CUNCPAC actes that executing auch a flight would not in facet be pravo- 
cative as such flights have been customary for many years. Their resump- 
tien now should occasion me unusual comment. It might be added that if the 
present peried of stand down is unusually prolonged amd them subsequently 
resumed it will become more of an issue tham if it is dene now as a matter 
of “business ae usual’, 


3. The new higher performance RB57D which CINCPAC proposes to use 
has such an unusually good altitude capacity (66, 000 ft) that until such time 
as CHICOM interceptor capabilities are markedly improved the danger of 
interception is virtually nil, It must however be recognized that although 
the CHIGCOMs will be unable to attack the new RBS7D its penstration 
flighte will undoubtedly be detected and tracked. This could give rise to 
protests of various kinds. 
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4, Ia view of the importance attacked to this project by CINCPAG it 
appears that the advantages to be gained outweigh the disadvantages and 
itis therefore recommended that enclosure (1) be cleared with the 
Department of State and tranamitted to CINCPAC. 


5, itis recommended that copies of this paper NOT be forwarded to 
commanders of unified or specified commands, 


ARLEIGH BURKE 
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